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Resources 
 

Websites: 
 
Grants.gov: www.grants.gov 
IMLS: https: www.imls.gov/grants/apply-grant/available-grants 
Foundation Center: www.foundationcenter.org 
Network for Good: www.networkforgood.com/nonprofitblog 
Info ED/SPIN: www.infoedglobal.com 
Minnesota Office of Grants Management: www.grants.state.mn.us/public 
US Department of Health and Human Services: www.hhs.gov/grants 
Department of Education: www.ed.gov 
FedBizOpps: www.fbo.gov 
Minnesota Council on Foundations: www.mcf.org 
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits: www.minnesotanonprofits.org 
 
 
Books: 

● Larissa Golden Brown and Martin John Brown,  Demystifying Grant Seeking: What You 
REALLY Need to Do to Get Grants  

● Beverly A. Browning, Grant Writing for Dummies  
● Deborah Porter, Successful School Grants: Fulfilling the Promise of School Improvement  
● ALA, The Small but Powerful Guide to Winning Big Support for Your Rural Library 

(http://www.ala.org/offices/olos/toolkits/rural)  
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Grant writing Exercises* 
 
Exercises in Grant Writing 
A. Starting Point: The following questions are a necessary starting point. You need a 
brief convincing answer to each of them as a way of testing your readiness to start 
writing a grant. Answer each of the following in 25 words or less: 
1. In terms of research, about what are you most passionate? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
2. What is the problem or need that you plan to address? Why is it important? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
2a. What sources or kinds of data can you use to validate the importance of your proposed 
project? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________ 
3. How is existing knowledge or practice inadequate? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Why is your idea better? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
________________ 
5. How is it new, unique, or different? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
______ 
6. What will it contribute and who will benefit from it? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
B. The Pitch: What key themes can you stress in building “the pitch” for your proposal? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ 

*Brigham Young University. (n.d.). Writing successful grants: Exercises in grantwriting. 
Retrieved from http://orca.byu.edu/grants-contracts/ORCAWorkshops.php 
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C. Goals and Objectives: Write a goal statement for your proposal: 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
Construct a specific, measurable objective for your proposal? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
D. Keep it simple: Jargon, passive vs. Active Voice: 
1. Reduce the following sentence to a simpler form with fewer words that conveys the same 
meaning: 
It is the objective of the research team to obtain data that can be used in conjunction with a 
comprehensive chemical kinetics modeling study to generate a detailed understanding of the 
fundamental chemical processes that lead to engine knock. 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________ 
2. Rewrite the following as a single sentence with active voice (current form: 83 words, 3 
sentences): 
Today it was determined that a recent ruling by the Illinois Supreme Court would be allowed to 
stand. The case involved whether the court should or should not grant custody of a baby boy to 
his biological father, even though that father has never seen his son. The original Illinois ruling 
which granted custody to the father was appealed to the State Supreme Court, and today, in an 
order written by Justice John Paul Stevens, the State Supreme Court refused to delay the 
Illinois ruling. 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Substitute a single word for each of the following phrases: 
at this point in time ________________________ 
at that point in time ________________________ 
has the ability to _______________________ 
has the potential to _______________________ 
in light of the fact that _______________________ 
in the event that _______________________ 
in the vicinity of _______________________ 
owing to the fact that _______________________ 
the question as to whether ______________________ 

*Brigham Young University. (n.d.). Writing successful grants: Exercises in grantwriting. 
Retrieved from http://orca.byu.edu/grants-contracts/ORCAWorkshops.php 
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there is no doubt that ______________________ 
with the exception of ______________________ 
in the near future ______________________ 
in addition to _____________________ 
in the course _____________________ 
in the majority of cases _____________________ 
it would appear that _____________________ 
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