
SEJONG   PTO   MEETING   MINUTES    8/28/19  

 

 

● Notes   takes   by   Erica   Lim  

● In   a�endance:    Erik   Funk,   Erica   Lim,   Brett   Dipman,   Jenny   Ko,   Brad   Tipka,   Kaitlyn   Richter,  

John   Lucking,   Veronica   Lim  

● Welcome/President’s   Report-    Erik   Funk   welcomed   attendees   and   thanks   for   coming.   

● Principal's   Report-    Brad   Tipka   thanked   PTO   group   and   noted   that   PTO   makes   things  

happen   that   the   school   can’t   always   do.   First   week   of   school   was   successful   aside   from  

bussing   company.    Schoology   info   is   coming   and   will   be   part   of   improved  

communication   focus   this   year.   250   students.   Enrichment   clubs   are   in   the   works   and  

they   are   looking   for   adults   to   lead   a   weekly   after   school   club   with   whatever  

topic/talent   they   have.   Example-   chess,   creative   writing,   poetry.   Contact   Brad   if   this   is  

something   you’d   like   to   do.   Students   will   pay   $30   which   will   be   used   for   supplies.  

● Treasurer’s   Report-    Brett   Dipman   reported   that   there   is   close   to   4k   in   the   PTO   bank  

account.   The   account   does   not   have   a   minimum   balance.   This   year's   theme   is   to   figure  

out   how   to   best   spend   the   money.   

● Commi�ee   reports-    No   committees   as   of   yet   but   hoping   to   have   them   as   we   grow.   

● Unfinished   Business  

° 2019/2020   PTO   Budget-    Budget   is   larger   because   we   weren’t   spending   much   in  

the   past   few   years.   Budget   was   voted   and   approved.   

° Meeting   schedule   is   open   for   discussion.   Voted   for   last   Wed   of   the   month.   This  

will   be   adjusted   for   school   breaks   and   such.  

° Vacant   officer   posi�on    has   been   filled!   Group   voted   in   favor   of   John   Lucking   to  

serve   as   our   PTO   Secretary.   Thank   you   John!  

● Veronica   asked   about   teacher   attendance   to   meetings.   It   is   not   mandatory   for   teachers  

to   attend   but   PTO   communication   to   teachers   is   needed   so   that   we   can   be   on   the   same  

page.   Lead   teachers   in   the   school   can   set   up   appointments   between   8-4   to   meet   with  
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PTO   member   exchange   news.   Teacher   meetings   every   Wed   morning--   perhaps   PTO  

news   in   written   form   can   be   shared   during   that   meeting.  

● New   Business  

° Goals  

▪ -Fundraising-    We   need   money   to   make   things   happen   for   our   kids.   That  

is   the   focus   of   PTO.   

▪   SHIRTS:    Erik   has   140   Sejong   T   Shirts   in   the   works   with   a   friend   in   the  

printing   business.   Shirts   are   on   consignment   and   we   can   pay   him   as   we  

sell   them.   Kid   and   Adult   sizes   come   out   to   be   about   $6   a   shirt.   We   can  

sell   them   at   events   for   $10/$15   

▪ HALLOWEEN   CARNIVAL:    Group   voted   in   favor   of   making   Halloween  

carnival   happen.   Open   to   Sejong   families   only   for   this   year.   Costume  

contest,   pumpkin   contest,   allergy   friendly   trick   or   treating,   concessions  

sold,   bag   of   candy   as   entrance   “fee”?   Date   to   be   determined.   Is   there  

any   cultural   taboo   that   may   interfere   with   this   event?   Brad   says   he  

doesn’t   believe   so.  

▪ -Membership   growth/parent   and   teacher   par�cipa�on    Homeroom  

parents.   Have   a   parent   who   acts   as   a   liaison   between   the   teacher   and  

other   parents   in   the   class.   This   is   something   that   is   worth   discussing   but  

at   a   later   date.   Tabled.   

▪ Involvement   with   Karen   parents.   Interpreter   needed   at   each   meeting   or  

have   notes   translated.   

° Proposed   purchases/expense   commitments  

▪ -poop   bread   machine    Korean   street   food    똥빵   is   a   sweet   pancake   in   the  

shape   of   a   cute   poop   and   filled   with   red   bean   or   chocolate   chips.   The  

machine   for   this   is   400-600   USD   plus   a   converter   for   the   plug   which   is  

$100.   Bought   from   Chinese   company   through   Ebay.   Poop   bread   will   be  

sold   at   each   event.   Consider   the   time   it   takes   to   make   each   piece,  

possible   troubleshooting   or   machine   malfunction.   

▪ Teacher   support-    Budget   is   there   but   we   have   to   consult   with   teachers  

about   what   they   need.   When   would   be   a   good   time   to   do   this?   Now   or  

midyear?   We   made   a   survey   2   years   ago.   Staff   number   has   expanded.  

▪ School   store    Erica   Lim   runs   and   stocks   school   monthly   store.   Items   were  

all   donation   based   last   year,   the   year   before   we   spent   $150.   Products  

are   sold   for   Sejong   Bucks   given   by   teachers   for   various   good   behavior   or  
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academic   achievement.   Some   teachers   did   not   participate   in   giving  

Sejong   Bucks   last   year   or   they   forgot   about   it   and   their   students   weren’t  

able   to   buy   from   the   school   store   during   lunch.   Sometimes   it   was   a  

waste   of   time   setting   up   store   when   several   classes   didn’t   participate   or  

didn’t   know   about   it.   Erica   shared   concern   that   she   doesn’t   want   to  

impose   on   established   classroom   management   methods   by   forcing   the  

Sejong   Buck   system.   Must   consult   with   teachers.   Maybe   have   a   session  

where   kids   can   use   real   money,   but   selling   things   at   a   very   small   fraction  

of   a   cost   (10   cents   per   pencil   for   example).   More   research/planning  

needs   to   happen.  

° Chuseok-    September   12.   We   need   to   be   on   the   same   page   as   the   teachers   for  

Chuseok.   In   the   past   we   split   the   food   bill   with   school.   PTO   is   in   charge   of   all  

things   food.   Jenny   suggests   traditional   Korean-   rice,   kimchi,   2   side   dishes   and  

soup.   Simple   and   easy.   Contact   Karen   and   Grace   for   more   details.   Donation  

container   will   be   put   out   for   PTO.   Large,   clear--   aquarium?   Erica   Lim   will   create  

a   sign-up.com   to   break   down   job   slots   so   any   parents/teachers/family  

members   can   offer   a   portion   of   their   time   to   help   out   at   Chuseok.   Shall   this   be  

a   money   maker   or   just   a   gathering?   

● Announcements-    none  

Adjourn   6:45pm  


